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Milton’s Ex-Servicemen in the 1920s 

This is the story of how the village’s ex-servicemen were 
helped after the First World War, through bodies 
established with Government approval. 

First, there is an account of how Milton Malsor 
deliberated over the sum of £22, which was  allocated by 
the United Services Fund to a project beneficial to the 
village.

Secondly, there is the tale of how ex-servicemen with 
illnesses, disabilities, and injuries were treated by the 
local branch of the United Services Fund, under its Royal 
Charter, which made funds available for these purposes.

The publication is taken from the minute book and 
records of the United Services Fund (Milton Branch), 
which have been preserved, and kindly lent to the Society 
by the late Joy Meakins, and her daughter Jacky Burdett. 
Oliver Pell, mentioned in the narrative several times, was 
Joy Meakins’ father, and it was from him that Joy
obtained the documents. Mr. Pell was the village 
shopkeeper in the 1920s, and also kept an outdoor 
beerhouse. Thanks are also due to Alan Digby, Ken 
Johnson,  Edith Sharp and the late Marjorie Carter for 
their local expertise, and to Elaine Bird, for transcribing 
the handwritten version of the minute book of the 
Secretary, Mr. John Townsend, into a typed record, which 
has considerably eased the author’s task.



John Townsend was Secretary of the various Committees 
for over ten years. We know from the 1901 census that he 
was born on 9th January 1896, the son of George, a 
railway platelayer, and his wife Emily. He attended the 
village school, and later married Vera Fossey. He lived in 
Green Street, near the school, and worked as signalman 
at the Middleton (Milton) box, before transferring to 
Castlethorpe and leaving the village.

BACKGROUND

After the end of World War I, the 
Government established the United 
Services Fund in 1919, under Chairmanship 
of General Lord Byng, who later became 
Governor General of Canada. Its object 
was to care for the interests of ex-Service 
officers and other ranks and their 
dependents. Funding was provided from 
the surplus of ten million pounds made during the War 
from overseas canteens, and by March 1922 £3,849,000 
had been paid to the United Services Fund out of a total 
to be allocated of £7,000,000.

*******



CHAPTER 1

How an Ex-Serviceman’s Club became a Pavilion

The story for Milton Malsor starts on 20th June 1921, when 
Brigadier General Henry Stockdale, a resident of the
village, called a meeting of  Milton’s Ex-Servicemen to 
explain that they were entitled to a sum of between £20 
and £30 from the profits of the Army Canteen Fund, later 
incorporated into The United Services Fund. The meeting 
unanimously agreed to erect a fully licensed Ex-
Servicemen’s Club, with the grant to be put towards the 
cost. 

A Site Committee was appointed to try and find a suitable 
location, and after some local enquiries, the Committee 
met eight days later to review progress. 

 Mrs. Birch, Ken and Richard Johnson’s grandmother, who 
lived at the Laurels, had been approached, but had 
written to say that she “had decided not to let or sell any 
part of her field”, which was a field behind the shop. Mr. 
E. Alexander was prepared to offer a piece of ground near 
the school, but in two years’ time, too late for the 
enthusiastic Committee. Mr. Alexander also mentioned 
“letting us have the Old Wood Yard near Watery Hall”, (in 
Rectory Lane between Tumbledown Cottage and the 
brook) but no definite promise could be made because he 
needed to clarify the position with a proposed sandpit 
scheme with the London and North Western Railway 
Company. Mr. Alexander was keen to assist with the idea 



of erecting a Club, and “as good as promised to finance 
the scheme”. Further encouragement came from Mr. T.E. 
Manning, a local farmer, who “would loan £100 without 
any tie as regards beer, etc.” 

Wanting to move quickly, the Committee asked General 
Stockdale to approach two local landowners, Mr. C.N. 
Manning and Sir Ryland Adkins to see if either could help 
with a site. Sir Ryland owned the Manor 
House, Malzor Lane, and was Recorder of 
Birmingham and the Liberal Member of 
Parliament for Middleton, near Manchester. 
He resided, however, at Springfields, 
Cliftonville, Northampton. The Manor House 
at Milton was leased to Brigadier General Stockdale. 

Seven days later, on 6th July, the Committee again met to 
discuss the outcome of Brigadier General’s 
correspondence with the landowners. Mr. Manning could 
not help, and General Stockdale was still awaiting an 
interview with Sir Ryland. Meanwhile, General Stockdale 
suggested  the field near the “Greyhound Works” as a 
likely site. This later proved to be unavailable.  

The next meeting did not occur until 22nd September, 
when General Stockdale reported that Sir Ryland Adkins 
had offered a piece of ground, part of a field called the 
Cherry Orchard, situated off Lower Road. “Sir Ryland 
Adkins price is £100 - for about two-thirds acre!”

The location of potential sites is shown on the 
accompanying map of the village.



Armed with a definite proposal for a site, the Committee 
decided to call a general meeting on Monday 26th

September 1921. All workmen, Ex-Service or otherwise, 
were invited. A proposition to carry on with the scheme 
was carried unanimously, but the chief question was how 
to obtain the necessary amount of money. Mr. 
Alexander’s previous offer of financial help now had 
“strings”…...he would only loan a sum of money for what  
the Committee could give security for, and he would also 
require a rate of interest.    Subscription of shares of five 
shillings each was proposed and agreed unanimously, and 
a Finance Committee appointed to oversee the funding of 
the project. Meanwhile, General Stockdale was asked to 
see Sir Ryland Adkins again to ask him to lower his price. 



Three days later, the Finance Committee met. The 
meeting was given a list of the names of 88 Ex-
Servicemen that were “attached to the village”, this list 
having been verified by the Rector, Rev. B.E. Evans. The 
United Services Fund quota for welfare funding was 
£1,500,000 nationally, and based on the estimate of 
6,000,000 Ex-Sevicemen in the United Kingdom, at a fixed 
rate of five shillings per head, Milton was entitled to £22 
from the Fund. This was subsequently applied for, and 
paid into the National Provincial and Union Bank in 
October. 

General Stockdale had approached Sir Ryland Adkins 
again, but Sir Ryland would not budge, saying he was 
treating the sale of the ground purely as a business 
transaction, and had no intention of lowering his price. 
The Rev. Evans, who reported he was wholehearted in the 
scheme from the start, nevertheless gave his opinion that 
if the Committee gave “such an enormous price” for Sir 
Ryland’s site he would withdraw his support. The meeting
agreed, and determined to look for another piece of land, 
or a building. 

An approach had been made from the Far Cotton Working 
Men’s Club, offering “to give us  a little information as to 
how their Club was first formed”, and to give help in that 
direction, and four volunteers (no doubt strictly in the 
line of duty) promised to visit the Club on Saturday 1st

October. They subsequently reported the visit was not of 
any real help, as Far Cotton were still £1000 in debt! 



Also at the meeting on 
29th September, a 
fundraising dance was 
arranged for Thursday 
13th October, from 
7p.m. till midnight, in 
the Schoolroom, with 
the profits going towards the scheme, and the 
Committee’s expenses. The minute book contains the 
accounts for the dance, as follows:-

Receipts £   s   d  Expenses £   s   d
 Door 2  19  0 Spence, Printers

(150 Pamphlets)      8   6
 Refreshments    16   3 Mrs Sturgess

(School-oil & cleaning)      3   0
Spence, Printers
(200 Tickets)      9   6
Rev. Evans
(Use of School)     10  0
Mr. G. Douglas (Pianist) 10  0
Mrs. Harrison & Mrs. Bass
(Refreshment
Counter, etc.)     11  0
Mrs. Sturgess
(School-oil & cleaning)       1  6

£3  15  3 £2  19  6

Thus a profit was made of fifteen shillings and ninepence. 
Mrs. Sturgess was paid twice, once before the event, and 
once afterwards. George Douglas was a well-known 
pianist who played at village dances up to the 1960s, had 
a nursery at Collingtree, and provided a local taxi service.

Although the dance was a success, no suitable site could 
be found, and a general meeting of the Ex-Servicemen 
called for 22nd November was abandoned as only eight 



attended. It was reconvened a week later, with eight 
present again, when the scheme for the Club was 
abandoned, and the Committee resolved to disband, with 
only the Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and Trustees to 
remain in office.

Nothing happened for fifteen months. Then General 
Stockdale called a General Meeting of Ex-Servicemen at 
his residence on 16th February 1923. The £22 grant had 
been placed in a current account, and it was now 
proposed to switch it to a deposit account, but one from 
which it could be withdrawn at very short notice. 

Some attempt was made to revive interest in an Ex-
Serviceman’s Club, but the old problem of the lack of a 
suitable site remained, and an alternative proposal was 
sought for spending the grant. Mr. Alfred Johnson (Ken 
and Richard’s father, who was second whip to Sir 
Hereward Wake for the Grafton Hunt), suggested a 
Pavilion for the Cricket and Football Clubs, and said that 
“quite a number of fellows in the village were in favour of 
trying to buy an old railway carriage for the purpose.” 
The meeting was enthusiastic about Mr. Johnson’s 
suggestion, and Mr. Jack Eales and Mr. Townsend, the 
Secretary,  promised to enquire about purchasing a 
railway carriage, while General Stockdale and the 
Secretary agreed to establish whether permission was 
needed to erect a Pavilion on the present playing field.

A further meeting took place in the school on 19th March. 
General Stockdale was unable to attend, and the meeting 
was chaired by Mr. Oliver Pell. It was confirmed that a 



Pavilion could be erected on the playing field, then 
situated on land near to the Gayton Road. However, an 
old railway carriage cost £30, a quotation received from 
the General Manager (Sales Department), Euston Station, 
London, Midland & Scottish Railway, who had sent a list of 
suitable bodies ready for disposal at Wolverton. A further 
£15 for transport and fitting up must be allowed for, 
making the total £45. To meet this there was only £22.  
As the finances of the Football and Cricket Clubs were 
such that they could not assist with making up the 
shortfall, the notion of the railway carriage was 
abandoned. The meeting then passed a resolution, by 
nine votes to two, that the £22 should be equally divided 
between the Cricket and Football clubs.

Accordingly a further meeting took place in the School on 
8th May 1923, between the Ex-Servicemen, and the 
Football and Cricket Clubs. 22 were present. General 
Stockdale, who had been absent from the previous 
meeting, expressed reservations about dividing the money 
between the two Clubs, and explained that he had been 
in touch with the United Services Fund in the interim. The 
United Services Fund had asked for particulars of the 
financial positions of the two Clubs, with a reminder that 
the Grant could not be used “to pay current accounts”. 
The Fund appeared very reluctant to give its consent for 
the Grant to be given to the Clubs unless they were in 
sound financial circumstances, and “it was rather 
doubtful that such could be said of these Clubs.” 

The Brigadier General therefore sought to overturn the 
resolution of the previous meeting, and on a vote of six to 



three, it was not verified, and the question of erecting a 
Pavilion was to be re-considered. Mr. Jack Eales, the local 
village carpenter, and son of Thomas Eales, a railway 
platelayer, now provided an estimate for the Pavilion, 
with a drawing, and particulars of a Pavilion “20 ft long, 8 
ft wide, 8ft high in front, and 6ft 6ins in rear”, which 
could be made for exactly £22! The meeting agreed the 
tender was very favourable, and a Pavilion Committee 
was set up to consider erection details and other 
particulars. However the project could only go ahead
after General Stockdale had received sanction from the 
United Services Fund.

A further meeting took place on 28th May, when it was 
confirmed that the necessary approval from the United 
Services Fund had been obtained, and this meeting 
decided to accept Mr. Eales’ tender of £22. Additionally 
to this, railway sleepers were to be purchased to act as 
foundations, brick piers to be built for the Pavilion to 
stand on, a seat provided in front of the Pavilion, and 
coat hangers fitted inside.

Work started soon afterwards, and was completed by 7th

July, when there was an official opening. The brick piers 
had proved unsuitable, so the Pavilion rested only on a 
foundation of railway sleepers. The Pavilion Committee 
next met on 23rd July, when Mr. Eales presented his
account of £24 19s. 3d, which was passed as satisfactory. 
The Treasurer reported a shortfall of £2, the bank 
account having funds of £22 19s. 3d.  General Stockdale 
gave £1, and the Secretary agreed to approach Rev. Evans 
and Mr. Alexander for the balance. These gentlemen 



donated 10 shillings each shortly afterwards, and the 
project was completed.  

On 6th November 1923, the accounts were approved as 
follows:-

Receipts £   s   d Expenses £   s  d   
Grant from
United Services Fund 22  0   0 To J.H. Eales, Milton  
Bank Interest     11   6 For Providing Materials,

Making & Erecting
Pavilion on present
Playing Field 22  0  0

Balance from Dance       7   9       
 Subscriptions per:                                          
      General Stockdale   1  0   0 For Supplying Sleepers,
      Rev. B.E. Evans     10   0 Carting & Fixing same

as Foundations   2  0  0
      E.W. Alexander, Esq     10   0        For Supplying 24 Coat

Hangers, & Fixing same.
Also Seat & Notice Board     19  3  

  £24 19 3 £24 19  3

The balance from the dance had been reduced from the 
previous account because of a few expenses.

Thus after a protracted series of meetings lasting nearly 
two years, once a decision was finally made, the Pavilion 
took less than two months to complete. Delays in building 
projects are not just a modern phenomenon!

Later entries in the minutes record that volunteers 
creosoted the pavilion, and in the early days, tea was 
provided by Mrs. Charles (Daisy) Yates and Mrs. Harry 
Frost, and fetched from Mrs. Frost’s house in Workhouse 
Yard (on the site of the modern Village Hall), and 
transported across the fields to the Pavilion with the food 



in a clothes basket, and the tea already made in an urn. 
Children who helped were rewarded with 
food.

The Pavilion remained on the site until 1946, when the 
land was required as a sandpit, and the Pavilion was 
transferred to a new location nearer the Gayton Road, 
away from the quarry. Between 1948 and 1951 the 
Pavilion was moved to a position near the railway bridge 
on the Collingtree Road, on the opposite side to the 
present playing field. The pavilion was badly damaged in 
a gale during the winter of 1949/50, but was then re-
erected in 1951 having been moved to Washbrook on the 
far side of the Towcester Road. Because of the loss of 
timbers in the tempest, it was some six feet shorter. It 
served as Changing Rooms until finally being dismantled in 



1971, when the playing field moved to its present site.            

The various locations in the Pavilion’s odyssey round the 
village are shown on the accompanying map. 



CHAPTER 2

Helping the War Veterans and Their Dependents

When General Stockdale convened the meeting on 16th

February 1923, as well as trying to move the building 
project forward, he raised the matter of how the United 
Services Fund could make financial assistance available to 
the wives, widows and families of soldiers and airmen 
who served in the Great War, aged parents or other 
relations solely dependent upon a soldier or airman at the 
time of his death, and Ex-Servicemen who fell sick while 
unemployed.

Various benefits were available, including the Rest and 
Holiday scheme, which provided rest and a change of air 
for those who might be in need of rest to enable them to 
renew their occupations, but who, owing to financial 
reasons, could not do this without assistance.

As a result, it was agreed at this meeting to establish a 
Local Welfare and Advisory Committee, which could 
identify any cases in the village that were eligible for 
assistance from  the United Services Fund.

General Stockdale left Milton to live in Sywell, and it was 
over a year before the Welfare and Advisory Committee 
first met at the school, on 11th March 1924, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. O. Pell. General Stockdale had left 
all his correspondence on the subject with Mr. Townsend, 
the Secretary, requesting that Mr. Townsend took over 



the role of Local Representative, liaising with The Fund’s 
Administrative Agent in Birmingham. Mr. Townsend had 
received “show cards” from Birmingham, which he had 
placed in the Post Office and  a street window near his 
home. These cards invited applications for benefits from 
the Fund, but in the four months since they had been 
posted, nobody had come forward. There was therefore 
no urgency for another meeting, and the next date was 
set for 10th June.

Still no applications for benefits had been received by 10th

June, and the minutes noted that “it was a pleasure to be 
able to note that the circumstances of Milton’s Ex-
Servicemen were so satisfactory.” The Administrative 
Agent had been concerned that the scheme had not been 
sufficiently advertised, and the Committee decided  to 
ask the Agent if he could supply sufficient pamphlets to 
each Ex-Serviceman now living in Milton.
In response the Agent subsequently sent twelve relief 
guides, which were distributed to Messrs. A. Johnson, W. 
Manning, J. Manning, W. Marks, F. Collar, W. Pell, J. 
Plackett, R. Widdows, Wm. Yates, A. Mallard, H. Wood, 
and W. Kaby. 

William Marks lived in a cottage next to Stockwell 
Farmhouse and had a home-made Zimmer frame, a chair 
with the back sawn off. Fred Collar was a gardener for 
the Raynsford family and lived in a cottage near the Old 
Bakehouse. Richard Widdows lived in a cottage in Green 
Street and worked as a railway platelayer. William Yates, 
Lesley Johnson’s grandfather and Edith Sharp’s uncle, 
lived in Eagle Terrace and worked at Phipps Brewery. 



Harry wood lived in Dunkley’s Yard, facing the High 
Street, and had his own lorry. 

The next Meetings on 23rd September 1924, 14th April 
1925, and 31st August 1925 passed without any significant 
business, but at a Special Meeting on 19th October 1925, it 
was decided to call a General Meeting of all Milton’s Ex-
Servicemen for the purpose of forming a larger 
Committee than the present one, which had only four 
Members, so that the  Scheme might become more 
workable.

Club rooms at the 
Greyhound were the venue 
for this General Meeting 
held on 26th October. Only 
twelve attended, and it 
was noted that although 
thousands of Ex-servicemen 
were taking advantage of 
the assistance scheme in 

the country, “it was a pity that the Milton Ex-Servicemen 
were not more alive to their own interests.”  

A new larger Committee of seven was appointed, but 
nobody wished to take the post of Local Representative
and Secretary. The meeting was “at something of a 
standstill.” To break the deadlock, Mr. Townsend said he 
would be willing to act as Secretary, if somebody else 
would become Local Representative. Mr. Maurice Fatt, a 
partner in the Estate Agents, Howkins Sons and Fatt, and 
who lodged with Mrs. Birch, volunteered, the difficulty 



was resolved, and the new Committee resolved to meet 
each month. Friday was fixed as the day for paying 
benefits, and the Committee had its first case: Mr. Ed. 
Yates who was unable to work owing to an injured foot. 
His case was booked down for investigation.

The first monthly Meeting took place on 17th November 
1925, but Mr. Ed. Yates was not eligible for help, as he 
had injured his foot while working for L.M.S. Railway, and 
was receiving compensation from the Railway. 

Mr. W. Pell had asked if help was available from the Fund 
for his son who had supposedly won a scholarship. 
Investigation had shown that his son had not won a 
scholarship. Mr. Harry Gowen had enquired about 
assistance, but was informed that as his case was a 
chronic one, he was not eligible for U.S.F. grants. No 
luckier was Mr. Joseph Manning, who claimed benefits on 
account of an attack of asthma. This also was considered 
chronic, and therefore ineligible, and his case was not 
helped as the medical certificate bore the name of Mr. W. 
Manning. Mr. Wm. Manning, however, was awarded £2 per 
week for three weeks, as his “was a case of unusual 
distress.”  

The Meeting Chairman, Mr. Maurice Fatt, had made 
investigations whether children could be helped in 
accordance with paragraphs 27 and 28 of the Relief 
Guide. He had asked the schoolmaster, Mr. R.M. Anthony, 
about the abilities of children about to leave, and been 
told that Mr. H. Wood’s eldest son William, and Mr. 
Fossey’s eldest son Bernard, could be recommended for 



further education or trade apprenticeships as they were 
“boys of great promise.” William Wood had no disability, 
so could not be helped with an apprenticeship, but was 
eligible for assistance with secondary education should his 
father so desire.  Bernard Fossey, “being slightly built, 
and very small for his age” was considered by the Meeting 
to have a disability, and could be nominated for help with 
either an apprenticeship or secondary education. 

The next Meeting was held on 8th December, and was 
informed that Mr. H. Wood had decided not pursue an 
application with regard to his son. An application for 
assistance for Mr. Fossey’s son had been sent to the 
Administrative agent for approval; a reply was  awaited 
from Birmingham. (The eventual outcome of this is not 
recorded in subsequent minutes.) William Manning was 
awarded a further £2 per week for two weeks, and Arthur 
Harrison, who lived on the Green near the school, 25 
shillings a week for three weeks.

Several other cases were approved in the coming weeks, 
and the Administrative Agent wrote to the Committee on 
13th February 1926, commending the Committee for the 
work they had done, which had resulted in £25 1s. 0d. 
being paid to date for five successful cases. 

Meetings were now regularly held at the Greyhound, with 
free use of room provide by the Landlord, Mr. Frank 
Macquire, who was on the Committee. With only one new 
case to be considered at the Meeting of 13th April 1926, 
the Committee turned its attention to the Village War 
Memorial, officially unveiled in July 1920 by General Lord 



Horne, and which was cared for by the Parish Council. 
Dissatisfaction was expressed about its condition; the 
minutes record the Committee’s view that “in its present 
state it was generally agreed by the inhabitants of Milton 
that it was a disgrace to the village. The Parish Council 
had failed to carry out their duty towards it.” However, 
the Committee did not feel inclined to seek the added 
responsibility of maintaining the War Memorial to their 
other duties. 

Three more meetings were held in the next year, with a 
few more cases dealt with; then at the meeting of 9th

March 1927, reference was made to a newly formed 
branch of the Royal British Legion in the village, and the 
United Services Fund decided to deal with cases till 
February 1928, when the question of its continued 
existence would be raised. However the United Services 
Fund Administrative Agent, now based in Nottingham, 
pre-empted this decision, by instructing the Milton Branch 
to hand over its documents to Mr. R. Smith, The Nook, 
Milton, Secretary of the recently formed Branch of the 
British Legion, as the British Legion Committee would 
deal with all future assistance cases.

Accordingly, the final Meeting of the United Services Fund 
Local Welfare and  Advisory Committee took place on 12th

October 1927, when the Chairman thanked Mr. Townsend 
for the way he had carried out his duties, and the 
Committee “considered themselves officially disbanded.”

For the next year, Mr. Townsend became involved as 
investigator on behalf of the British Legion, acting with 



Mr. R. Smith. In November 1928 he became Secretary and 
Local Representative of Milton British Legion and U.S.F. 
Benefit Committee. No further meetings of this 
Committee took place until October 1929. Mr. Townsend 
handled cases as they arose, reporting on them to the 
main British Legion Meetings.

Mr. Townsend requested a Benefit Committee Meeting on 
29th January 1930, because he wanted the work of the 
Committee “to be placed on a more businesslike footing”. 
To be in order, a quarterly meeting should be held. There 
was also a special case for consideration: Mr. W.A. 
Phillips wished to apply for a business loan to help him 
purchase a newsagent round. Mr. Phillips did not wish to 
make any repayments in the first year, and had a “small 
estimated profit of business”. The success of the business 
was also uncertain in view of the similar business of W.H. 
Smith & Sons, at Blisworth Station. So the Committee, 
perhaps an early forerunner of Dragon’s Den, rejected the 
application. Mr. Phillips, the father of Marjorie Carter 
who still lives in the village, was a shrewd businessman, 
and established a prosperous newspaper round despite his 
inability to obtain the loan.  

At the next Meeting, on 23rd April 1930, it was reported 
that Mr. H. Gowen had requested assistance. The 
Administrative Agent had been consulted, and advised 
treatment at the Royal Chelsea Hospital or a convalescent 
home. Mr. Gowen had rejected the option of Chelsea “on 
account of it being under military supervision”, and he 
could not go to a convalescent home as he was still having 
treatment (leg dressings).



Meetings continued regularly throughout 1930 and 1931, 
and in May 1931 the British Legion replaced the cash 
grants with vouchers up to the value of £5. At the Meeting 
of 21st October 1931, John Townsend announced he was 
leaving the village and therefore had to tender his 
resignation. He had acted as Secretary since June 1921, 
and during his tenure, 68 cases had been dealt with, and 
grants totaling £108 9s.0d. distributed. 

With the departure of Mr. Townsend, the minute book 
ends, and so this account of it: a testimony to the tireless 
efforts that he and his colleagues put in for more than a 
decade.   

********
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Supplement - extracted from Hansard, the official 
record of the House of Commons

UNITED SERVICES FUND
HC Deb 23 February 1921 vol 138 cc927-8 927

50. Mr. BRIANT
asked the Prime Minister what is the 
total amount in the Canteen Fund; what 
scheme, if any, is suggested for its use; 
if he will appoint a Committee of the 
House to consider and report as to the 
best method of using the funds for the benefit of those 
who provided it? 

111. Major WHELER
asked the Secretary of State for War the total amount 
of the United Services Fund and the amount that is to 
be handed over to Lord Byng? 

Sir A. WILLIAMSON
My right, hon. Friend has asked me to reply. I would 
refer to the full answer which I gave 928 yesterday to 
the hon. and gallant Member for Aberdeen Central. The 
United Services Fund, 29, Cromwell Road, S.W.7, of 
which Lord Byng is chairman, was formed by Royal 
Charter for the purpose of administering the share 
allotted to the Imperial troops in the profits derived 
from Canteen trading during the War. 

Mr. MILLS
Will any part of this Canteen Fund be available to start 
disabled men in business? 



Sir A. WILLIAMSON
My hon. Friend had better address that question to Lord 
Byng. 

Major MACKENZIE WOOD
Is there any ground for the suggestion that it is intended 
to take the surplus profits from the Expeditionary Force 
Canteen and apply them to wiping out the deficit 
incurred in the working of the Navy and Army Canteen 
Board? 

Sir A. WILLIAMSON
That does not arise out of the question, but if the hon. 
and gallant Gentleman puts down a question I will 
answer it. 

Sir R. ADKINS
Is there no Member of this House to whom a question 
can be addressed as to the use to which this surplus 
shall be applied? 

Sir A. WILLIAMSON
The whole object in placing this under Royal Charter 
was to allow those in whose hands it was placed 
discretionary power: there is no one in the House who 
can answer the question; my hon. Friend can obtain an 
answer from the United Services Fund quite as well as 
we can. 



WHEN I come back to England, 
And times of Peace come round, 

I'll surely have a shilling, 
And maybe have a pound. 

I'll walk the whole town over, 
And who shall say me nay, 

For I'm a British soldier 
With a British soldier's pay. 

I only joined for fun, 
Never joined for profit --

The Army pay is good, 
But, God! there's little of it. 

When I come back to England 
I won't be half a swell --
Ribbons for the scrapping 

At Loos and New Chapelle. 
I'll search the whole town over 

To find another trade, 
And be a blooming boot-black 

On Charing Cross parade. 

I will not leave for fun --
The change will bring me profit. 

The Army pay is good, 
But, God! there's little of it NOW


